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A NOTE ON READING THE THESIS 

 

In the 1980s the Tainui Maori Trust Board indicated long vowel sounds in the Maori 

language through the use of double vowels. Prior to this, double vowels were not used 

as a matter of course in Tainui Maori Trust Board papers. The University of Waikato 

policy on Maori language indicates the use of long vowels with macrons. Prior to the 

introduction of this, neither double vowels nor macrons were used. Some words in 

common use in the Maori language explicitly mark the long vowel sounds through 

double vowels, and they appear to be used in conjunction with macrons. For example, 

Mataatua, ataahua, roopu. Because of these inconsistencies with the practice of double 

vowels I have chosen not to mark long vowels in any way, unless they appear in 

quotations.  

 

 

 

 


